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John Hawkins, son of C01de Master William,5
went into the slave trade with New Spain. Ex-
cept for the fact that both Portugal and Spain
allowed no trade with their oversea possessions
in any ships but their own, the circumstances
appeared to favor his enterprise. The American
Indians were withering away before the atrocious
cruelties of the Portuguese and Spaniards, being
either killed in battle, used up in merciless slavery,
or driven off to alien wilds. Already the Portu-
guese had commenced to import negroes from their
West African possessions, both for themselves
and for trade with the Spaniards, who had none.
Brazil prospered beyond expectation and absorbed
all the blacks that Portuguese shipping could
supply. The Spaniards had no spare tonnage at
the time.

John Hawkins, aged thirty, had made several
trips to the Canaries. He now formed a joint-
stock company to trade with the Spaniards farther
off. Two Lord Mayors of London and the Treas-
urer of the Royal Navy were among the subscrib-
ers. Three small vessels, with only two hundred
and sixty tons between them, formed the flotilla.
The crews numbered just a hundred men. 'At
Teneriffe he received friendly treatment. From